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The following is an excerpt from: https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/forming-

consciences-for-faithful-citizenship-title 

Aided by the virtue of prudence in the exercise of well-formed consciences, Catholics are called to make practical 
judgments regarding good and evil choices in the political arena. 

22. There are some things we must never do, as individuals or as a society, because they are always 
incompatible with love of God and neighbor. Such actions are so deeply flawed that they are always opposed to 
the authentic good of persons. These are called "intrinsically evil" actions. They must always be rejected and 
opposed and must never be supported or condoned. A prime example is the intentional taking of innocent human 
life, as in abortion and euthanasia. In our nation, "abortion and euthanasia have become preeminent threats to 
human dignity because they directly attack life itself, the most fundamental human good and the condition for all 
others" (Living the Gospel of Life, no. 5). It is a mistake with grave moral consequences to treat the destruction of 
innocent human life merely as a matter of individual choice. A legal system that violates the basic right to life on 
the grounds of choice is fundamentally flawed. 23. Similarly, human cloning, destructive research on human 
embryos, and other acts that directly violate the sanctity and dignity of human life are also intrinsically evil. These 
must always be opposed. Other direct assaults on innocent human life, such as genocide, torture, and the 
targeting of noncombatants in acts of terror or war, can never be justified. Nor can violations of human dignity, 
such as acts of racism, treating workers as mere means to an end, deliberately subjecting workers to subhuman 
living conditions, treating the poor as disposable, or redefining marriage to deny its essential meaning, ever be 
justified. 24. Opposition to intrinsically evil acts, which undercut the dignity of the human person, should also open 
our eyes to the good we must do, that is, to our positive duty to contribute to the common good and to act in 
solidarity with those in need. As St. John Paul II said, "The fact that only the negative commandments oblige 
always and under all circumstances does not mean that in the moral life prohibitions are more important than the 
obligation to do good indicated by the positive commandment" (Veritatis Splendor, no. 52). Both opposing evil and 
doing good are essential obligations. 

25. The right to life implies and is linked to other human rights-to the basic goods that every human person needs 
to live and thrive. All the life issues are connected, for erosion of respect for the life of any individual or group in 
society necessarily diminishes respect for all life. The moral imperative to respond to the needs of our neighbors-
basic needs such as food, shelter, health care, education, and meaningful work-is universally binding on our 
consciences and may be legitimately fulfilled by a variety of means. Catholics must seek the best ways to respond 
to these needs. As St. John XXIII taught, "[Each of us] has the right to life, to bodily integrity, and to the means 
which are suitable for the proper development of life; these are primarily food, clothing, shelter, rest, medical care, 
and, finally, the necessary social services" (Pacem in Terris, no. 11). 
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